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EXAMEN DE FIN D’ETUDES SECONDAIRES CLASSIQUES
Sessions 2023 — QUESTIONNAIRE ECRIT

Date : 08.06.23 Durée : 14:15 - 16:45 Numeéro candidat :
Discipline : Section(s): | -5 ; CB-ALANG / CC / CC-4LANG / CD / CD-4LANG / CE /
Anglais CE-4LANG / CE-MATF / CF / CG / CG-4LANG / CG-COMED /
CG-URBS / Cl

Task 1: Reading comprehension (10 marks)

Are cows at sea the future of farming??

Samuel L Jackson can have his snakes on a plane. Peter and Minke van Wingerden have concocted
something even wilder: a herd of cows floating on the sea.

The Dutch husband-and-wife team’s experiment on sustainable agriculture, a hi-tech micro-dairy
called Floating Farm, can be found bobbing in the port of Rotterdam. The modernist structure
houses 40 Maas-Rijn-ljssel cows, which collectively produce some 200 gallons (757 litres) of milk a
day. In addition to helping nourish the local community, the waterborne farm is playing a part in the
global conversation about how the climate crisis is pushing farmers to reconsider how —and where
—they produce food.

Floods, extreme heating, megadroughts and even rising night temperatures have sent the food
system off its axis and cost the US farm industry alone over $1bn. The race to outsmart the constant
onslaught of extreme weather is well under way: __(A)__, while Jack’s Solar Garden in Longmont,
Colorado, is a testbed for the emerging method of agrivoltaic? farming — a space-efficient system
that allows for solar arrays and traditional farming to coexist on the same patch of land, a multi-
tasking innovation that proponents say results in a greater crop yield than traditional farming. “If
you have a strong ecological system underneath the solar panels”, says Byron Kominek, Jack’s third-
generation owner, “you’re able to have a win-win for climate change.”

Joshua Faulkner, a research assistant professor and the program coordinator for the University of
Vermont’s farming and climate change program, says extreme weather has rendered the world of
farming unrecognisable from what it was only decades ago. “__(B)__ Over the past 10 to 15 years,
these assumptions have been thrown out the window and farmers are having to rewrite the book.”

For their part, the van Wingerdens are betting on a method that does without the land altogether.
A former property developer with a background in engineering, Peter found his inspiration for the
Floating Farm in a climate catastrophe half a world away. On a visit to New York City in the aftermath
of 2012’s Hurricane Sandy, which battered the north-east US, he saw how flooding hampered the
delivery of fresh food to millions, a problem he was all but certain would become more severe in
the coming years. So he turned to his expertise in aquatic architecture and created nearly 10,000

Thttps://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jan/19/floating-dairy-farm-rotterdam-climate-
crisis by Matthew Kronsberg, 19th January 2023 (993 words, adapted)
2 agrivoltaic — the practice of growing crops underneath solar panels
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Task 2: Reading into writing (20 marks)
You are going to read two texts in which the authors give their views on attention spans.

Text 1: Your attention didn’t collapse. It was stolen.3

by Johann Hari

When he was nineteen years old, | noticed my godson Adam spent almost all his waking hours
alternating blankly between screens. He seemed to be whirring at the speed of Snapchat, and
nothing still or serious could gain any traction in his mind. This fracturing seemed to be happening
to many of us.

At first, | thought my attention was failing because | wasn’t strong enough and because | had been
taken over by my phone. | went into a spiral of reproaching myself. | thought the solution was
obvious: be more disciplined, and banish your phone. So | went on a digital detox. | hoped that if |
stripped everything back for a time, | might start to glimpse the changes we could all make in a more
sustainable way.

In my first webless week, | stumbled around in a haze of decompression. Everything radically slowed
down. Every few hours, | would feel an unfamiliar sensation gurgling inside me: calm.

Later, | realised this experience taught me about “switch-cost effect”. Prof Earl Miller, a
neuroscientist at MIT, explained our brain can only produce one or two thoughts in our conscious
mind at once. But we have fallen for an enormous delusion. The average teenager now believes
they can follow six forms of media at the same time. When neuroscientists studied this, they found
that people are juggling. “They’re switching and reconfiguring their brain moment-to-moment, task-
to-task — [and] that comes with a cost.” It means that if you check your texts while trying to work,
you aren’t only losing the little bursts of time you spend looking at the texts themselves — you are
also losing the time it takes to refocus afterwards.

For the first time in a very long time, | was doing one thing at a time. | was living within the limits of
what my brain could actually handle. | felt my attention growing and improving with every day, but
then experienced an abrupt setback. | realised that to heal my attention, it was not enough to strip
out distractions. | had to fill the vacuum left by doing so.

| started to think a lot about the science of flow, the deepest form of attention human beings can
offer. From Prof Csikszentmihalyi, who was the first scientist to study flow states, | learned there

3https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/jan/02/attention-span-focus-screens-apps-
smartphones-social-media by Johann Hari, 2" January 2023 (527 words, adapted extract)
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